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         15 October 2015 
Dear Ms Penfold 
 
REPLY FROM THE INSPECTOR TO GLADMAN DEVELOPMENTS 
PRELIMINARY NOTE 
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 7 October 2015 enclosing a Preliminary Note from 
Gladman Development’s legal advisors.  I have passed this to the Inspector and 
he has asked me to respond on his behalf. 
 
The Inspector has considered the points you have made about the process and 
procedure of examining the Cheshire East Local Plan Strategy, now that the 
examination has resumed following the preparation of additional evidence by the 
Council during the suspension period of the examination.   
The Inspector is fully aware of the likely nature and extent of the amendments to 
the submitted Local Plan Strategy which may be required as a result of this 
additional evidence.  He is also aware, when offering the Council various options 
in his Initial Views, published last November, that he advised the Council about 
the possible difficulties if the proposed changes resulted in a significantly different 
or fundamentally different Plan.  
  
However, the Inspector is in the position where the Council has formally 
requested him to recommend Main Modifications which would be required in 
order for the Plan to be legally compliant and sound, and capable of adoption.  He 
is also aware of the Written Ministerial Statement and Letter to the Chief 
Executive of the Planning Inspectorate of 21 July 2015.  These confirmed the 
importance of having up-to-date local plans in place and recognised that local 
authorities commit considerable resources in producing a local plan; they also 
advised that Planning Inspectors should support local authorities in the 
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examination process, highlight significant issues at an early stage and give the 
Council a full opportunity to respond, and approach the examination from the 
perspective of working pragmatically with the Council towards achieving a sound 
local plan. 
 
The Inspector is committed to ensuring that adequate public consultation takes 
place on any significant changes that are suggested to the submitted Local Plan 
Strategy in order to make it legally compliant and sound.  At the recent 
Procedural Meeting, the Council confirmed that they were fully committed to 
undertaking public consultation on the suggested revisions to the Local Plan 
Strategy, including the supporting evidence and any amended or additional 
strategic site allocations.  This would be a full and unfettered public consultation, 
where anyone can make representations, for a period of at least 6 weeks.  
However, this consultation would not take place until and unless the Inspector 
has determined whether the additional evidence produced by the Council fully 
meets the concerns outlined in his Initial Views, published last November. 
 
The purpose of the forthcoming resumed hearings is to enable the Inspector to 
review this additional evidence, assess its implications for the submitted Local 
Plan Strategy and consider whether it has addressed the concerns outlined in his 
previous Initial Views.  The hearings will be well attended, representing a wide 
range of views, including those from landowners, developers, other local 
authorities, local organisations and community groups, Parish and Town Councils 
and individuals.  The resumed hearings will address the main matters and issues 
raised by the additional evidence in a public forum, where participants will be able 
to raise relevant points and discuss relevant matters.   
 
After the hearings have finished, the Inspector will determine whether the 
additional evidence has fully met his concerns, and publicise this in his Interim 
Views.  It may be that the evidence does meet his concerns, in which case, the 
Council could continue to work on the amended Local Plan Strategy, including 
drafting the suggested changes to the Plan and deciding on the selection of 
strategic site allocations.  These will be subject to public consultation before the 
hearings resume to consider the issues raised.  It may be that, as a result of 
public consultation, new matters are raised which relate to the strategic matters 
already considered; in which case, these may have to be subject to further 
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discussion at any resumed hearing sessions.  On the other hand, the Inspector 
may find that some shortcomings remain with the Council’s additional evidence, 
in which case, he may advise the Council about any necessary further work which 
may be needed before the examination could progress. 
 
Rather than examining the total local plan, along with all its supporting evidence, 
this is a more iterative process, requiring endorsement at various stages of the 
Plan as it emerges.  The Inspector is working pragmatically and positively with the 
Council as they produce the amended Plan, whilst at the same time, ensuring that 
no other parties are disadvantaged or prejudiced.  Moreover, the Inspector 
confirms his intention to ensure that there will be full public consultation on the 
Council’s suggested changes to the Plan in the light of the additional evidence, 
before he resumes the hearings on the Plan, including any revisions to the 
strategic site allocations.  Towards the end of the process, any Main Modifications 
needed to ensure that the Plan is sound and can be adopted will also be subject 
to the same degree of public consultation.   Although this may inevitably result in 
a somewhat extended period of examination, given the Council’s firm view that 
they do not wish to withdraw the currently submitted Plan, the Inspector considers 
this is a positive and appropriate way forward in the examination of this Local 
Plan Strategy. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Kerry Trueman 
Programme Officer 
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